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The main objective of learning English is using English as a means of communication. One of the ways for the teachers to make young learners use English as a means of communicationis using appropriate techniques which match with the learners’ characteristics in teaching speaking. Unfortunately, the fact shows that many teachers still do not know the appropriate techniques to teach speaking for young learners. They frequently teach speaking using translation and memorizing techniques, whereas, those techniques are not appropriate with the characteristics of young learners. In this case, the teachers have to know the applicable techniques for teaching speaking to young learners to achieve the main objective of teaching English. Thus, this paper will describe the successful techniques of teaching speaking for young learners employed by the teacher of Pre Beginner 1 level class’ learners at RAM English Course (REC).The teacher was a qualified teacher since she has understood about the applicable techniques for teaching speaking to young learners. This study is expectedto make the teachers at elementary schoolsable to apply the techniques in this study when teaching speaking to young learners in their class. A descriptive qualitative research was used to conduct this study andthe observation sheet and interview were the instruments to collect the data. The result showedthe techniques used by the teacher to teach speaking were information gap, repetition drill, picture narrating, and guessing games techniques. She frequently combined the techniques when teaching the young learners to avoid the boredom in the class. As the result, the learners had more chances to speak up with their friends since the class was not boring. They also had good ability of speaking and more motivated to learn English since the teacher used the appropriate techniques with their characteristics.







Teaching English to young learners has been a trend nowadays. In elementary school, English has been introduced to young learners to help them achieve the main objective of learning English, which is making English as a medium of communication (Yuliana, 2003). The teachers play an important role in this case.Applying appropriate techniques to teach speaking to young learners is one of the ways for the teacher to help them achieve the main objective of learning English stated.
Unluckily, the fact shows that many young learners are still unable to speak English well though they have learnt English in their class. One of the problems comes from the teachers who often do not use applicable techniques in teaching speaking. It is strengthened by Mudairin (2009) who has conducted a research about teaching speaking to young learners done by some teachers in Indonesia. He found that the techniques often used by the teachers were inappropriate with the nature of young learners’ characteristics. They mostly used translation and memorizing techniques in teaching speaking to young learners. The teachers just thought that the way they taught young learners was similar to the way they taught adults, whereas, Scott and Ytreberg(1990: 2) points that teaching young learners is totally different from teaching adults. It is because the characteristics of learners are obviously different from the characteristics of adults. Therefore, the teachers should take accounts the applicable techniques to teach speaking for young learners by knowing the characteristics of young learners before using the techniques in the class. 
Scott and Ytreberg (1990:3) states that the characteristics of young learners are: (1) young learners are able to differentiate between fact and fiction, (2) they like to ask questions because of their curiosity, (3) they are able to make some decisions about their own learning, (4) they have known what they like and what they do not like to do, and (5) they are able to work with others and learn from others. By knowing the characteristics of young learners, the teachers are expected to take account of the applicable techniques for teaching young learners. 
Kayi (2006) points out that there are some techniques used for teaching speaking to young learners. They are information gap, storytelling, playing cards, picture narrating, describing pictures, repetition drill, and guessing game.Some techniques have distinct in terms of the activities. 
Information gap is a questioning technique in which the learners respond to a question given by others to find or complete the information needed (www.teachingenglish.org.uk/knowledge-database/information-gap (​http:​/​​/​www.teachingenglish.org.uk​/​knowledge-database​/​information-gap​)). To complete it, each learner should ask their friends related to the information needed. The teacher requires the learners to be working one another to complete it. Each learner has an important role because the task cannot be completed if the partners do not provide any information the others need (Kayi, 2006).
Storytelling, picture narrating, and describing pictures techniques are other techniques for teaching speaking to young learners. Those techniques have similar functions and media. Those techniques use picture(s) as the media to tell to make them brave to speak up in front of the class. What makes them different is the activity of each technique. Storytelling lets the learners summarize briefly a tale or story they have heard or read, or they may create their own stories to tell their classmates (Kayi, 2006). They can use picture(s) to help them tell the story in front of the class. It is different from the activity of picture narrating. In picture narrating technique, there are some pictures to tell. Those pictures are called sequential pictures. This can make the learners able to express their ideas based on the pictures sequentially. Then, describing picture technique lets the learners describe one picture in front of the class.
Another technique of teaching speaking is repetition drill. In repetition drill, the learners simply say the target words, phrases, or sentences being learnt after listening to the correct pronunciation (Swift, 2006). The teacher can use a cassette or just her voice to make the learners know the correct pronunciation of the target words or sentences.
In this study, the writer clearly describes in depth the techniques applied by the teacher who has taught speaking in Pre Beginner 1 levelclass. This study is expected to make the teachers able to apply the techniques in this study when teaching speaking to young learners in their class to make the young learners able to achieve the main objective of learning English.
METHOD
The aim of this study was to describe in depth the techniques used by a teacher in teaching speaking at RAM English Course (REC).The teacher, a subject of this study, was considered as a qualified teacher since she has understood about the applicable techniques for teaching speaking to young learners. In line with the aim of the study above, a descriptive qualitative research was used in this study.Since this study belongs to descriptive qualitative research, after stating the research question, the writerobservedand tooknote of the teacher and the learners’activities in class and also the techniques used by the teacher during the observation. She conducted the research in four meetings. Then, at the end of meeting, the writer interviewed the teacher dealing with techniques used in teaching speaking to support the data. 
Furthermore, this study needed twoinstruments to collect the data. They were observation sheet and interview. The observation sheetcomprised 2 important points. They were the techniques and the process of teaching speaking in the class including the teacher and the learners’ activities. The observation sheetwas in a form of table. There are 4 columns in a table, the point column, yes column, no column, and note column.Some techniques and activities were written in the pointcolumn as the indicators during observation. The writer gave a check in yes column when the indicators happened during the observation and gave a check in no column when the indicators did not happen during observation. Then, note column was used to take note of what happened when the indicators did not happen during the observation and or to take note of the responses of the teachers and the learners to each indicator. It was used to get data clearer and more detail during the observation. The writer used this instrument every time she observed in order to make the data analysis easier. At the end of the meeting, the writer interviewed the teacher using interview guideline to add some information needed. The type of the interview was semi-structured interview since the writer made some lists of questions before interviewing the teacher and added some additional questions needed during the interview. The interview questions consisted of 1 major point which was the techniques used by the teacher in teaching speaking in Pre Beginner 1 level class.The results of the data were used to answer the research question of this study.   
After getting all of the data, the writer described, analyzed, and reported the data in a form of words.Yes and no answers were presented descriptively by explaining and interpreting the answers referring to the theory. In addition, the writer also described the note she wrote to describe the data clearer. Then, she described the results of interview to add some information dealing with the techniques the teacher used to teach speaking. From observation sheet and interview, it was found the techniques used for teaching speaking by the teacher who taught in Pre Beginner 1 levelclass at that course as the answer of the research question of this study.  
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
Results
The writer has conducted the observations in four meetings and interviewed the teacher in the last meeting of the observations. The results of the observations and interview showed that there were 4 techniques used for the teaching of speaking used by the teacher who taught Pre Beginner 1 level learners at RAM English Course (REC). They were information gap, repetition drill, guessing game, and picture narrating techniques. She combined the technique with other technique(s) in every meeting, such as information gap combined with repetition drill, picture narrating combined with repetition drill, and guessing games combined with repetition drill and information gap. The descriptions of each technique are described as follows. 
Information gap technique
Information gap technique was one of the techniques used by the teacher when teaching speaking in Pre Beginner 1 level class. She almost used this technique in every meeting. In eachmeeting, she combined this technique with different other technique(s), such as repetition drill and guessing game technique.
In information gap technique, the teacher gave incomplete information to each learner. Then, she asked the learners to make a table to complete. She asked each learner to have a conversation with other learners to complete the table they made by asking the information their friends had. They had to walk around to have a conversation with their friends. After getting the information, each learner was asked to perform the result of the conversation by telling it in front of the class in turns. The teacher corrected the wrong pronunciation of the words when they made wrong pronunciation after they had finished presenting the result as the feedback for them.  
Repetition drill technique
Repetition drill technique was always used by the teacher in every meeting to make the learners understand the correct pronunciation of the target words or sentences. In addition, she wanted them to get accustomed to pronouncing the words correctly when they had a conversation.She used this technique just in some parts of teaching activities in every meeting. She usually used this technique when she introduced the new words/ sentences to the learners. She also used it when the learners made mistakes in pronouncing the words. 
To do this, the teacher asked the learners to listen to the pronunciation of the target words/ sentences. The words/ sentences were pronounced by her. Then, she asked them to repeat the words/ sentences chorally. She at least let them repeat the words/sentences 4 times. After knowing that all learners were able to pronounce the words/sentences correctly, she had each learner repeat the words/sentences individually. It was done to make sure that each learner was able to pronounce the words/sentences correctly. 
Another activity which made her use this technique was when the learners made in presenting the result of their work in front of others, such as the result of asking questions in information gap technique. She gave the correct pronunciation to the learners and asked them to repeat the sentences chorally.She corrected the mispronunciation made by the leaners after they had finished presenting the result. She did not correct the mispronunciation when they were presenting the results in order that they were not stuck in delivering their ideas orally.  
Guessing game technique
Guessing game techniquewas an interesting technique the teacher used for teaching speaking to the learners. This techniquewas combined with repetition drill and information technique during the observation. This technique was done since the learners were able to speak and pronounce the words/ the sentences well. 
Before conducting the game, she reviewed at a glance about the lesson the learners got last meeting. Then, sheconducted the guessing game. She explained the rules of guessing game to the learners before doing this technique. In guessing game, there was one learner chosen by the teacher as a chairperson. He was given a picture by the teacher. He should describe the picture but he was not allowed to mention the name of the picture. The other learners should guess the name of the picture by asking ‎to him using yes/no questions by raising her/his hand. The one who could guess the picture correctly would get 1 star and would be the next chairperson to tell another picture given by the teacher. They should collect many stars to be the winner and get good marks in that meeting. 
Picture narrating technique 
Picture narrating technique was a good technique for teaching speaking to the learners. It was because they liked to tell a story. She combined this technique with repetition drill technique during the observation.
To do this technique, she asked the learners to make groups. Since there were 6 learners in the class, she divided them into 2 groups, which meant each group consisted of 3 learners. The learners started to make groups and they were asked to sit in their groups. After that, the teacher told the learners that they were going to have some pictures called sequential pictures. Each group would be given 12 jumbled pictures. They should arrange them in order to be a good sequential story. Then, the teacher distributed the pictures to each group. The learners started to arrange the pictures in order. They worked together to arrange it. 
After the groups had finished putting the pictures in order, the teacher asked each learner to describe the pictures. Since there were 12 pictures for each group, it meant that each learner would describe 4 pictures in turns. She gave 5 minutes to prepare and to discuss with their group about what they would say to describe the pictures. Then, they tried to divide who would be the speaker who would present the first 4 pictures, the second 4 pictures, and the last 4 pictures. After that, she asked the groups in turn to present the result in front of their friends. She corrected the mistakes when they got the mistakes after all of them had presented the pictures.   
Discussion	
The results show that the teacher uses some techniques to teach speaking to the learners. The techniques are information gap, repetition drill, picture narrating, and guessing game. She combines one technique with technique(s) in every meeting, such as information gap combined with repetition drill, picture narrating and repetition drill, and guessing game combined with repetition drill and information gap. Those techniques give the effects on the improvement of the learners’ speaking ability and they are motivated to learn English.
The teacher always uses Repetition Drill technique to introduce the correct pronunciation of the topic learnt. In conducting this technique, she gives the correct pronunciation of the words/ sentences related to the lesson being learnt. Then, she asks the learners to repeat the words/ sentences chorally. After that, she lets each learner in turns to say the correct pronunciation. The activities are based on the theory of repetition drill by Swift (2006) who points out that in repetition drill, the learners simply say the target sentences being learnt after listening to the correct pronunciation. It is shown by the teacher who uses this technique, chorally and individually, to make the learners get accustomed to listening and pronouncing the correct pronunciation of the words/ sentences learnt. She will not continue the lesson till the learners are able to pronounce the sentences well. She avoids too much drill to make the learners not lose interest in learning speaking in the class. In short, the teacher is able to reflect the theory of repetition drill in the class.
Then, the teacher also uses information gap technique to teach speaking. In information gap, she asks the learners to make a table which have to be completed with the information the other learners have. They have to have a conversation with other learners to get the information. After getting the information, the learners are asked to present the results in front of other learners in turns. The activities are also based on the theory of information gap which states that information gap technique is a questioning technique in which the learners respond to a question given by others to find or complete the information needed (www.teachingenglish.org.uk/knowledge-database/information-gap (​http:​/​​/​www.teachingenglish.org.uk​/​knowledge-database​/​information-gap​)).  It is also supported by Kayi (2006) who says that each learner has an important role because the task cannot be completed if the partners do not provide any information the others need. The teacher succeeds in conducting this technique well in the class. The teacher is also able to make the learners learn how to talk to others and learn how to take and give the information when conducting this technique. Besides, she can also make the learners have more chance to speak up with other learners and make them brave to speak. 
 Furthermore, the teacher also uses picture narrating technique. To do this technique, she asks the learners to make groups and to have discussion about the jumbled pictures she gives. Then, they are asked to rearrange the pictures in order to be a good story. After that, the groups present the results of discussion by telling the sequential pictures they have arranged in turns. This activity is based on the theory of picture narrating by Kayi (2006) who points outs that picture narrating can be described as telling story based on the pictures given by the teacher. The pictures given are sequential pictures so that the learners are able to express their ideas based on the pictures sequentially. In addition, since the learners like to tell a story, they like to do this activity. Then, this can also make the learners learn from others because the theory says that the learners can learn from others (Scott and Ytreberg: 1990:3).What makes the result of observation and the theory different is about grouping. The teacher makes groups so that the learners can work together and learn from others. She also does it because she does not want to take long time to do this activity. In other words, the teacher thinks that if she does not make the learners in groups, it means each learner should tell the 12 pictures alone in turns. It will take long time and make the class become boring. Therefore, grouping is one of the ways to solve it.
Moreover, the teacher uses guessing games technique in teaching speaking. She uses guessing game to make the learners get along with other learners by having a short conversation with them. In conducting this technique, she tells the learners that there is one learner who will tell the descriptions of the picture given by the teacher, but he/she is not allowed to mention its name. The other learners should guess it by asking yes/no questions to him/her. The one who can answer the name of the picture will get 1 star and will be the next speaker who tells other picture the teacher gives. Those activities are based on the theory of guessing game which explains that guessing game is a game which requires the learners to guess the object the chairperson describes (by giving a clue) and the way they answer the object is by giving yes or no question. Based on the theory, the teacher has conducted the technique well. The learners also enjoy the games since they like to play games. The learners are more motivated to learn English especially speaking, and are able to learn from others. 
In addition, the combinations of some techniques in certain meetings make a good atmosphere in the class. Since she combines one technique with other technique(s), the learners are more motivated to learn English. They also do not feel bored in the class because they think that they do some kinds of activities in a meeting which make them have chance to speak. The combination of the techniques is a new way for the teacher to make teaching speaking more fun for the learners, especially when the games and the pictures are combined because the learners like the games and the pictures.
CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTIONS 
Conclusion
The conclusion of this study is that there are some techniques used for the teaching of speaking at RAM English Course by the teacher who taught in Pre Beginner 1 level class. The techniques are information gap, repetition drill, picture narrating, and guessing game. She combines one technique with other technique(s) in certain meetings, such as information gap combined with repetition drill, information gap combined with guessing game and repetition drill, and picture narrating combined with repetition drill. The combination of the techniques is used to avoid the boredom in the class and to make the learners more speak up in the class. In addition, since the learners like to play games and pictures, they are more motivated to learn speaking in class.   
Suggestions
In order to make the teaching learning process more interesting, the writer makes some suggestions for the teacher. One of them is that the teacher should be able to make a better atmosphere in the class, for example using a song. By singing a song, the learners will be more motivated in learning English and the class will be more interesting. They can also learn that learning English is also an art. Furthermore, the teacher should be able to know the learners’ ability. In other words, because the learners in Pre Beginner 1 level class in this study are considered as smart learners, the lesson should be more challenging for them. The teacher can give them rules that they should be able to speak up as much as possible with their friends to get good scores. They should also be able to make their own sentences as much as possible when they performed the result of the task given by the teacher, not just the sentences taught by the teacher. By giving them such the rules, it can make them create critical thinking. 
For other further researchers, the writer suggests conducting the research about the combination of some techniques used for teaching speaking but it is still based on the learners’ needs. The techniques described in this research are good to be observed in other fields to know other learners’ ability after being taught by the combined techniques. 
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